Antibiotic therapy: what to consider when treating geriatric patients.
The epidemiology, etiology, clinical manifestations, diagnostic approach, and therapeutic choices may be quite different for infections that occur in elderly patients compared with those that occur in younger adults. Given these variables, it is essential for clinicians who care for older patients to understand how to prescribe antibiotics appropriately for this population. This article examines the unique characteristics of infections in the elderly as well as provides recommendations on the use of specific antibiotic agents commonly used to treat infections in geriatric patients.